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Medway Asthma Self Help
(MASH)

Established in 1996, MASH supports people and
families affected by asthma through provision of
support and information relating to causes of
asthma and its effective treatment, and by raising
awareness of asthmain the general community of

Medway.
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Chair of Trustee’s Report

It has been 15 months since the last AGM in November 2024. Since then there have been two
periods for MASH. For the first 9 months, up to July 2025 MASH achieved a great deal, with
increased activity and strengthening of services. However in the last 6 months there have been
major difficulties with the clinic service, as explained below. This has been very challenging.

As members will know, MASH has for more than 30 years provided an outreach and information
service to asthma sufferers, their relatives, and others. Also for 28 years MASH has provided a
clinic service, offering advice to those with asthma or possible asthma about diagnosis and
management of their condition. This service is provided by an Asthma Specialist Nurse (ASN), who
makes recommendations for patients and for their GPs. We know from feedback from patients,
from GPs, from Medway Maritime Hospital, and from Medway Council, that this service is highly
valued, and provides advice to many asthmatics that is not at present available elsewhere.

The first half of the year was overwhelmingly positive. With support from various funders
including Tesco Community Grants and The Gary Bush Foundation, MASH undertook a full
programme of outreach and fundraising — working in partnership with various other organisations
including MCH and School nurses. Also with Medway Breathes, which particularly increases
awareness and resources in schools. This is linked to the campaign to reduce car engine idling
near schools. Our Coordinator Kirsty Ferguson strengthened her fundraising experience and skills
though various training courses.

MASH invested in and developed our clinic service, with help from several funders including
Whitehead and Monkton Charitable Foundation and Medway Lottery Community Fund , Medway
Councillors Ward Improvement Funds and Bedfont Scientific Ltd. In May the clinic went digital
with new clinic management software. The present Asthma Specialist Nurse, Holly Avery, who
took over from Julie Millest in Autumn 2024, completed her training. A new spirometer was
purchased. With the help of funders additional clinics were undertaken and the waiting list was
significantly reduced.

During the first half of 2025 the Trustees were greatly assisted by Katie Lowe, who as a project
reviewed and updated most of the important MASH policies. This was an important improvement
in governance. MASH was also fortunate to be helped by another volunteer, Mark Spicer, an IT
Specialist in business, who acquired free or at low cost better computer equipment and software,
and implemented the new clinic management system. He is also now Data Protection Officer
(DPO) for MASH. We are indebted to both Katie and Mark.

With great regret MASH was forced to suspend the clinic service in July 2025. One reason was the
appearance of mould in the MASH premises, adjacent to the clinic room. This was traced to water
penetration from a leaking gutter on the floor above. This has been repaired by the landlord, and
the premises are drying out.



The other reason for the suspension is that it became apparent, in relation in particular to the
restoration of a spirometry service, that some MASH clinic activities require registration with the
Care Quality Commission (CQC). Since then, MASH has made considerable progress towards a CQC
application. MASH trustees and volunteers have been working hard on the governance and budget
implications, which will increase considerably associated with CQC registration, Good progress has
been made and most major things are now in place to be able to submit an application.

The main outstanding requirement is to assure the CQC of funding to provide the clinic service. For
many years, MASH has received NHS funding. This has now been terminated because the clinic
service is not being provided, but the CQC application requires this, or equivalent funding
guarantees, to be successful. The NHS funding met the major part of the expenses of the clinic. The
Trustees think that a way forward has been found to re-instate at least part of the clinic service,
partly using donated funds, and we hope that the CQC application can be submitted very soon.

MASH is largely a volunteer-led self-help group and without the support of our many volunteers
and members we would not exist. In addition to Katie and Mark, already mentioned, we thank
Andrew McGuffogg, for help with the accounts, and Bridget Nightingale and Peter Wearing. Also to
Chris Harvey, for again examining and certifying the accounts. And particular thanks to Kirsty
Ferguson, Administrator. Coordinator and Fundraiser, for her hard work and continued enthusiasm.

| would personally like to thank the Trustees for their help and hard work during this difficult year.
Thanks to Emma Joy and Samantha Whybrow, who stood down during the year. We have been
joined by Fiona Pender, formerly Administrator at MASH and now manager of a larger charity, and
Chrissy Stamp, Councillor for Watling Ward. And especial thanks to Alan Stockey, who is standing
down at the AGM. He has been Secretary, and took on the role of Treasurer in addition last year. He
is also our main link to Medway Breathes, and the schools programmes, and will continue this link
as a volunteer. Finally to Judith Pender, who has soldiered on despite a major injury, and is a
founder member of MASH.

We desperately need more trustees to be able to continue MASH and we urge anyone who can help
us to come forward to speak to us as soon as possible. We also need your ideas and feedback. Your
views will help feed into the direction MASH will take at this challenging time. We need to know
how we have helped so we can strengthen our case for support. We appeal to all to please respond
to the survey which is soon to be circulated..

So we enter 2026 hoping to reach more people in the community than ever with outreach
activities, and to re-instate the much-needed clinic service. | hope that there will be more news on
some of these matters to report at the AGM.

Martin Farebrother
Chair of Trustees



Could you be a MASH Trustee?

We are always looking to expand and strenghten our trustee board, to help us continue to
support people and families affected by Asthma in Medway.

We are looking to expand the board with a range of skills, expertise and interest in the
following areas (including but not limited to)

* People with asthma

e People who care for or work with people with asthma
* People with Human Resource experience

e People with Accountancy experience

* People with Social Media experience

e People with IT experience

If you could give a few hours each month to support your local asthma charity, please getin
touch to discuss on admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk or call 01634 855844

Volunteering with MASH

MASH volunteers are an essential part of our charity. They help support our clinics, outreach,
fundraising events and also help in the office. We are always looking to increase our number of
volunteers, meaning we can increase our reach and services within the local community Any
amount of time that you are able to spare to help us, will be very gratefully received.

We would also like to hear from you if you have any fundraising ideas.

We are pleased to be part of the Medway Time Tempo Credit Scheme, allowing volunteers to earn
Time Credits for their time contributed to MASH. These can be spent on accessing activities

across a nationwide network, as well as within Medway.

You can email us on admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk or call 01634 855844 to find out more.

ooy
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Coordinator Report

What a year we have had! With many ups and downs over the last 12 months, here are some
highlights!

With an ever increasing waiting list, enquiries and calls for information, MASH has continued
to serve the people of Medway who need us.

We further increased our clinic capacity with thanks to a successful funding application to
The Whitehead Monkton Charitable Foundation, allowing us for 2 extra clinic sessions a
month for 6 months. This helped us to reduce our waiting list from 18 weeks to 8-10 weeks. It
was wonderful to be able to help many of our clients and we was so pleased to be able to
reduce their waiting time. The majority of our appointments have been face to face, with very
few being carried out via telephone. This ensures everyone can have a thorough examination
from Holly, our Specialist Asthma Nurse. We thank everyone for their patience for the ever
growing waiting list, we will be with you as soon as we can.

With that said, we have had a few difficulties within our Centre and sadly had to temporarily
close our clinics due to maintenance in the latter half of the year (please see Chair’s Report
on page 5) . This has taken longer than expected resulting in the waiting list now hitting 25
weeks.

We have also been very busy with our outreach events. We visited All Saints Church
supporting Carers First, we also set up a stall at The Pentagon Centre, Chatham and spoke to
many lovely visitors being able to give out advice and information to those in need. We
visited Medway Schools as part of the Asthma Friendly Schools Scheme, informing staff
about our services. We visited GP surgeries, speaking to the people who refer our clients to
us and discussing asthma care. We also visited some of our regular events including The
Medway Mile at Medway Park, The Rochester Eco Hub Christmas Fayre and The Salvation
Army Christmas Fayre. We also spent some time in Medway Maritime Hospital during
#AskAboutAsthma week speaking to both Healthcare Professionals and the general public.

We did an answer and question session, where we asked our clients for questions about
asthma that they wanted answered. All of these can be found on our social media pages. We
had questions that included ‘Can children outgrow asthma’, ‘What is something you wish
people understood better about living with asthma’, What are signs of poorly controlled
asthmain my child’, How do | know of my child has asthma’ ‘What is the difference between a
reliever and preventer inhaler’, ‘Can asthma be life threatening’ ‘Should | be using a spacer’
and ‘How much is too much of my reliever inhaler’. Please take a look on our social media
pages on Facebook, Instagram and X to see the whole display of questions.
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